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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-29 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection in this Office 

action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Spencer et al., Installing and Configuring Active Directory, Prentice Hall PTR, pages 1- 
33 (referred to hereinafter as Spencer). 

As to claims 1 , 1 0, 1 7 and 22, Spencer teaches a method of remote control for a 
networked device, comprising the acts of: receiving a request for a session with the 
networked device from a remote interface, wherein the networked device comprises a 
server; redirecting the request from the networked device to a directory server, the 
directory server comprising user logins and different access rights for a plurality of 
authorized users; providing a plurality of device control features for the networked 
device in the directory server, wherein the plurality of device control features include a 
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first feature for configuring parameters of the networked device and a second feature for 
executing a control task at the networked device; and controlling access to the device 
control feature based on the user logins and different access rights for the plurality of 

authorized users (i.e., "Microsoft f s Active Directory is a directory service that is integrated with 
Windows 2000 Server. ...The LDAP software protocol allows anyone to locate organizations, 
individuals, and other resources, such as files and devices, in a network, whether on the Internet or on a 
corporate intranet. ...An LDAP directory has a simple tree hierarchy consisting of the following levels: 
. . . Individuals, including people, files, and shared resources such as printers. ...As shown in Figure 2, 
Windows 2000 tightly integrates Active Directory and offers traditional file and print, applications, 
communications, and Internet/intranet support in the base product Along with the many other 
features of Windows 2000 Server. Active Directory makes it the best file and print server for all 

information and resources sharing needs, ...The Active Directory 's rich set of protocols, APIs, and 
supported object formats define the openness of the directory. The APIs define the range of tools and 
applications that directly take advantage of the directory service. Typically, directory service have been a 
tool for organizing, managing, and locating useful objects in a computing system. These useful objects 
are resources such as printers, documents, e-mail addresses, database users, distributed components, 
and other resources that users and applications need to do their jobs, as shown in Figure 5. ... Using the 
Directory as a Service Provider: Aside from executing typical administrative tasks of directory services. 
Active Directory can provide a wide variety of naming, query, administrative, registration, and resolution 
needs. Figure 6 illustrates the overall function of such a system. ... The Active Directory supports access 
through LDAP from any LDAP-enabled client. ... Windows 2000 Active Directory has APIs integrate into 
its code that allow communication with other directories. Active Directory can exchange information with 
any application or directory that has LDAP or other key X. 500 protocols . . . The schema defines the 
universe of objects that the directory can store. For each object class, the schema defines the attributes 
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that an instance of the class must have, additional attributes it can have, and what object class can be a 
parent of the current object class ... Active Directory also provides the interoperability necessary to 
efficiently manage resources during migrations and systems upgrades, ... Active Directory stores the 
schema in the directory. This has many advantages, such as user applications that can read the schema 
to discover what objects and properties are available. In addition, the program can dynamically update 
the schema. Creating or modifying the schema objects in the directory accomplishes schema updates. 
Note that only authorized users can alter the schema. Access control lists (ACLs) protect the schema 
objects. ... The administration model enables authorized users to perform administration in the Active 
Directory. A higher authority authorizes the Active Directory user to perform a specific set of actions on 
a specific set of objects and object classes in a subtree of the directory. " The preceding text excerpts 
clearly indicate that Microsoft Active Directory is active as the name implies. The Active Directory is 
LDAP enabled hierarchical directory, which contains schema objects such as users, printers, print 
servers, applications etc. (See Fig. 1 and 2). Any LDAP enabled client can communicate to the Directory 
through Active Directory APIs (see Fig. 6). The schema objects have properties/parameters about the 
objects. For example, for a print server object, the schema would contain server controls e.g., who is 
authorized to print in which printers and so on. The schema object would also contain configuration 
information e.g., which printer objects belongs to which print server object (The administrator can store 
any print server i.e. a networked device related information (i.e., server controls, configuration 
parameters, device controls, device control features etc.) in the print server schema object through the 
Active Directory Manager. See Fig. 1. The lists of intended use of the Active Directory can't be a 
patentable subject matter (The following is quoted from MPEP: 
Intended Use 

In response to applicant's argument that [ 1 ], a recitation of the intended use of the 
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claimed invention must result in a structural difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in 
order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable 
of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. 

In a claim drawn to a process of making, the intended use must result in a manipulative 
difference as compared to the prior art. See In re Casey, 152 USPQ 235 (CCPA 
1967) and In re Otto, 136 USPQ 458, 459 (CCPA 1963)).). Therefore a user request for printing to a 
particular printer would go to the print server/ a networked device/ a headless server. The print server 
would request the Active Directory Server for the print server controls of the user print request (i.e., 
server controls are information that is required by the print server and the print server administrator can 
store any relevant information including server controls or configuration information that is required to 
print, in the print server schema object provided that the administrator has the proper authorization. The 
detail listing of the parameter/features/information is nonfunctional descriptive data, which is 
configurable by the administrator and also depend on the particular device e.g., a print server. The lists of 
intended use of the Active Directory can't be a patentable subject matter.) The Active Directory 
stores all of the relevant information about the print server schema object and communicates/ transmits to 
the print server to do its required job i.e., to execute the print job. The Similar examples are true for e- 
mail, sql server or any other application. Authorized users e.g., users, applications, computers, servers 
etc. can interact with the directory through interfaces. The Access Control Lists (ACLs) control 
access to the schema objects. The administrator with proper authorization can perform system 
upgrades, installation through Active Directories. Finally, once again, the Active Directory is actually 
active as the name implies. Active Directory is also used as a service provider unlike the applicant's 
argument. Any LDAP enabled application with proper authorization can interact with the Directory and 
request/retrieve any information that is stored in the properties of the schema object including device 
control features, configuration information, server controls that enables it to perform the required job. The 
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listing of a particular types of information is not a patentable subject matter. The Active Directory can 
actively communicate to various users, applications, servers, computers, printers, print servers or even 
another directory. 

The Applicant argues that the printer itself is not configured by the information. The 
administrator can store/modify any printer or a print server configuration information in the properties of 
the printer or a print server schema object and thereby changing the configuration of the print server or a 
printer as the print server or the printer uses these information to perform it's required job. The Active 
server transmits server controls (i.e., server control information that is stored by an administrator, an 
authorized user or an application in the properties of the server schema object) as shown in the above text 
excerpts or Fig.6 to the server, which enables the server to perform the required job (i.e., for a print 
server to execute a print job in a printer. The Active Directory manages the print server and 
therefore controls a plurality of networked printers.) Again the Applicant is merely claiming 
intended use of the Microsoft Active Server.) (pages 1-33). 

As to claims 2-9, 11-16, 18-20 and 23-29, the limitations of these claims are 
either rejected or addressed in the rejected claims above. 

Points of Contact 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Apu M. Mofiz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4080. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 
P.M. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached at (571) 272-4146. The fax numbers for the 
group is (571)273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 
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